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ABSTRACT

Literacy for all by the ye..: 2000 demands expanding the narrow
scope of print literacy. The effecrive functional Nigerians require
to be visually literate, computer literate and environmentally
Jiterate.  Relevant recommendations for teacher education and
jnstructional materials design and utilization include removing
education of children aged six months to fifteen years from the
concurrent list, training and better motivation of relevant
personnel, expanding teacher education and general studies

. programmes to take care of all four dimensions of literacy.
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NTRODUCTION e
In spite of developments in science and technology that have eveiopwent becomes stifled. Illite ;
: 1fled. racy is theref ignifi
7o oo j g ' efore a
dy Tonal factor in national aspiration towards ths;gg;;;g:::

ointly cont_ributed significantly to man’s ability to plan ahead, .
‘he problem of educating today’s youths for an uncertain tomorrow goals, especially those reiated to scientific aiid - tech
nd technological

: . * 143 : i rogress. But SET sy oz :
23 persisted Building of scenarios, trend extrapolations, P how much and in which dimensions are we 'iterate?

rystal-ball gazing and the delphi techniques have not been always
-uccessful in providing accurate data and information inputs for'
sturistic planning. - Yet the education sector must plan ahead.
“ arefore to successfully extrapolate, a wider scope must be given:
variables of focus. That underscores the reason why literacy for'

111 by the year 2000 and beyond must be given a wider dimension than &
-he mere ability to read and write that has over the years g
sonstituted the major focal point of literacy programmes. ;
Functional print literacy which has been adequately emphasized

-y the various programmes as encouraged by the Federal Republic of
igeria (1981) through the National Policy on Education (NPE) is not

-he solution because it is usually limited. The applicatidn of @
~eading and writing abilities to daily functional activities of the

adividuals thus making them more useful to themselves and to the
society is too limited for Nigerians of the year 2000. A

It is accepted that the ability to read and write confers of

sritically and power to better self understanding. Greater§ ‘fapOIated technological evoluti
R i ical evoluticnary s Moo
better appreciation of governmental efforts, more ary trend in Nigeria -

THE PRUBLEM
; neraily the term "!it "o 2
S ; erm .iteracy’ implies ability-
wgrite. Re L pra s ; aniiity-to re
ite- ading, accordinz to Heilman (1977), involv eadllsiy
i,euognltlcn and accurate decodi ; J» 1nvolves meaningful
i of  graphic repre ° decoding of prints into sounds or decodin
o tent Wit’s ksnentatfwe of languege into meaning which if
olves ability toofzn e, SWplication: therefore writin
ibols or rep}esent:?mng-uulf encode sounds into their graphi‘g
s . tives. By logical e i '
era i e Xtension t
s oividual is the ome who is. capable of B o or e al
1 1 v 1 ' . .
ety s ully the lingaistic or verbel sywbols. . That i
ccurately cr:aatiLe S U should be able to meaningfully ?:
B & - whether r‘ar}: interpret verbal signals into and from visua‘?
5 4 )Tl TrT AT B
By should at fi;éi‘t Péi‘--«ha!{’ gestural or electronic. Such
e ‘ refisct the core as = ;
Hic o e areas of human itie
dictated by the technological culture of the sccietiCtawdlt:;S
' Y an a

creativity, , :
ability to take initiative, easier governance and enlightened F&8 .. what dimensions of lite-a
? ) Al . () e teracy are
followership among other positive features are also possible through 9f xyhat significance 2-: such d;izgg‘?se‘} for the year 20007
the power conferred on the individual by the ability to read and: Jindividual and naticns. erowth ;.d dionT L0 SufceSSfU1
tionally literate individuals dofeR- What implicaticrn. .ve :f,,.‘ d-.‘—_.‘:s-.-o:;;e 9”‘?“"
such dimensi OL literacy to teacher

sxrite. Essentially therefore, func
acquire necessary basic communication skills which Berlo (1960)y

Akpan (1987) and Inyang-Abia (1988) see as being fundamental tOfs
modern living. This fact is underscored by the numerous literacy ‘
focused demands made on the individual by the modern society. |

Conversely, illiteracy denies the individual of valuable
opportunities to fully live. Deficiency in communication skills§
such as ability to read and write not only limits the individustg
ability to fully utilize the information around, but also affects

educatio an?d ine A e 8 5

- o 0aus neoouciional media design and utilization?
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: s ion tries to establi

1sh




Literacy And Reading 1in Nigeria vol 6

4

- Consequent 1y therefoIc,
ro read and
pe ccaputer
well by

fectiveness and utility.
redefined bevond the mere ability

Nigerians need %9
ironmentally literate as

rance, cost ef
-..=~ should be

print roterials or symbols.
rate, visualiy literate and env
vea:  2000.

PRINT LITERACY

Much has already been 3aii on tiils.
idd that print literacy singularly
‘ides the basic foundation icr exploring Wwr

h has been WHE

It is however important

.
locked up in Bbiiil
ofilms all over the world.

Nigeria, the giant of Africa,
can and third world countries in ter
sider the figures in table 1.

is still trailing behinl other

-

TABLE 1: COUNTRIES AND THEIR PRINT LITERACY RATE :
LITERACY RATE* >

important because it 3
itten communication
ons of volumes and millions of =

‘ms of print literacy rate..

M. E. Inyang-Abia 79

B. VISUAL LITERACY
. Heix_’lich, Molenda and Russell (12982 :
tlit:}rl:C};e;sl ia nte_w concept"of 1iterélc;){é:{)waioéz;gid t.-hat i en
, ":rite" visuazii r;::sathat specific skills are needed to L'r']r;:;'?onse
crinted ones (p.62) g"es,vgust as they are needed to read and wr?‘gd
ability an indiv:igua-l (ljsual l1t§r§cy is therefore that Iearls
{ interpretation, cr needs to facilitate acquisition, pro 68
) eation and evaluation of visu processing,
: ggquratﬁly. visual messages
L © - The need for visual lit i B i
3 X . era . .
: ggg;lxc;mq, use and storage of vics?:.\alls n?:::;gse?::ii by the increasing
echnologies of printing, reproduction and graph?‘z;or:ngnpgy;?s: <y
: ers.

&

gooks, periodi )
Fi télfvfsl?g;caé?'é newspapers, bill-boards, handbills, T-shirt
e Such’ wl Ieo and posters usually compel attent’ion th i
Bt loads of ie?‘ th of visual communication usually carr roligh
effectivel ut'l'n ormation which Nigerians need to be gl s
‘&?éigners };f i 1ze_by .cr1t1ca11y decoding them. Teacha Th
'Winistratorsczﬁgu:\igs;ésm tcontems, students and their ::rsen::d
s . inates, all need to be vi : ’
prove g . : e visuall
fove upon their communicative ability. Teachers andysélllfi:g:;ecto
an

est’ derive maximum educati
. - A > cational adwv. s
dous dimensions of literacy. antage when they optimize their

!

" Fast i i i

Akt rc):‘l;aa.geggsthim}il Immovations in science and technology -have
s e computeroq’e and the classroom to the advantage of the
B o Compute is grafiually becoming a necessary companion
B s i " opgratmg theatre, in the office, in th

acets = lit"e ha,V:u omobiles, at school and in the sho;)s Al?
i o il now become x{ulnerable to the compelling.att

3 . Yet how many Nigerians speak, write and interp?glt(

he computer language? i i
B 2000, g Computer literacy is therefore a must by the

s ey

COUNTRY
MALE FEMALE
1. Nigeria 54% 31%
2. Cameroon 68% 457
3. Xenya 70% 49%
4. Ghana 64% 437
5. India 57% 29%
6. U. K. 99% 89%
7. Egypt S9% 30%
8. U.S.A. 99% 89%
9. China 82% 66%
10. Uganda 70% 45%
arce: The Hutchinscn Concise Encyclopedia

%1985 estimates.

Ll

£ o
%X

T4y
B

.-~ Cohen’ howe coun
e :t tsai(;:gm study s ' d that even in advanced tri
ey o ained near perfection in print literacy rate, com e
Y i at very low rate. Nigeria must howe’ver Ii'outer
earn

Tom such errors
B s and emphasize compu :
T instructional programmes. ter literacy at all stages of
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enhance thef

kRelated to education, computer literacy can
the colourq

sarious technologies of instruction. The novelty,
animation, versatility, memory capacity, high speed, personalized )
response system, simulation ability, musical capacity, feedback mod s
among other values of computer can promote faste: learning d)

¢ithin shorter time.

the
Lne

. FENVIRONMENTAL LITERACY
In spite of its closeness and absolute importance the

snvironment has always been taken so much for granted that it i

vantonly abused by both the rich and the poor. One reason for such
environment

is lack of capability to create and utilize the
sustainably. Among obvious results of environmental illiteracy arg
flood, drought, ozone layer depletion, global warming, dese;.g)

encroachment, diseases, irregular climatic situations among QuUMEICUs

other adverse effects.

Environmental literacy involves the learne
<ituations that enhance maintaining essential ecological processe
and life-support system, preserving genetic diversity, ensuring
sustainable utilization of species and the ecosystem and sustainablé
All these lead to environmental preservation a

d ability to creatg ii

3

development.
longevity of the earth (IUCN, UNEP and WWF: 1980). !
very urgently adequate dosage of environmental literacy§
irrespective of their position and rank. BY the year 2000, 1
adequate amount of such literacy is not widely available to all the
greater risk and hazards to the various development efforts shoul

he expected for without the environment there can be no developments

AGFNDA FOR LITERACY BY THE YEAR 2000 ;
Having considered the four dimensions of literacy for all 0§
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Nigerians neef’’

a—

:gsths to 15 years) should be sponsored by the federal
ernment to ensure that all Nigerian chi
ESTI AR, z children of school age
Computgr education should be incorporated into all teacher
:ducat19n apd al! secondary and tertiary education.
‘gere is immediate .need to intensify the training of
e ufétxonal technologists, environmental educators, computer
?Zi'i§ts, andhprogrammers and computer engineers This can
1li1tate the production of materi P
Li : rials and i:
experiences for literacy programmes. s

.+~ All adult education courses at all levels of education in

Nigeria should be declared tuition-free.

At least two adult education courses should be compulsory f
all teacher trainees irrespective of level of educationy o
;:gﬁgigégnﬁgnment shopld take over formal education dp to
3 concd??léirﬁizgfée immediately and remove its funding from
Envx;onmental education should be integrated into the General
Studies (GSS) programme and all teacher education program::;a
It §hould be made one of the core courses to facilit e
environmental literacy. Hate
There should be greater and more aggressive pursuit of
international co-operation in areas of environmental lite 0.
andfayareness because environmental problems do not phe
political boundaries. o s
The design and production of instructional materials should be
expaqded and more vigorously pursued by both the private and
publ}c sectors; 24% of school budge¢ should be devoted t S,
provision of instructional matez1als. o P
.AND CONCLUSION

Ll'teracy for all by the year 2000 needs to be expanded to

the vear 2000 vis—a-vis extrapolations in science and technology tMinclude the four dimensions Of print literacy, visual |
X » Visual literacy,

following agenda are proposed.

a)
training programmes and into the General Studies (GSS) Course
in all institutions of higher learning. g

b) Early childhood, primary and Junior Secopdary educat

. :f children 6 =onths to 15
ion (§Tom the coecCurrent list.

omputer literacy and cnvironmental literac g
J . - y. Expans
rducation and genera! sStudies programmes at all ion of teacher

Visual literacy should be incorporated into all teachéYncorporate the var<ous dimensions of literacy

levels should

The federa' government is also called upon to fund education

years and remove that level of education
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